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How to install SP-Cart on a local computer 

This tutorial describes the SP-Cart installation on a local computer. SP-Cart requires
a web server with PHP and MySQL installed. As many people know from their own
experience that it's not easy to install them all on a local computer, we will use XAMPP
(it is Apache distribution containing MySQL, PHP and Perl). XAMPP is really simple to
install and use - just download, extract and start.

1) Download this file to your local computer:

http://www.apachefriends.org/download.php?xampp-win32-1.7.1.exe

If your computer is running not Windows, please download XAMPP distribution
package for your operating system from http://www.apachefriends.org/en/
xampp.html and install it by following the directions accompanying the package.

2) Run the downloaded xampp-win32-1.7.1.exe file, enter C:\ into the Extract
to field and click on the Extract button:

The xampp directory will be created on the partition C.

3) Go to the xampp directory in the file system and run setup_xampp. 
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It will ask to press any key after a time and the window will be closed after that.
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4) Run xampp_start.exe in the same directory. It will run Apache and MySQL
services.  Minimize the window.

Do not close this window. It is to be open all the time you use XAMPP (local 
Apache+PHP+MySQL). You shouldn’t force the window to close. Run 
“xampp_stop.exe” at the same directory when you need to shut down Apache and 
MySQL. When turning off the computer xampp_start.exe closes automatically and 
the next time you will have to run it again.
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If Windows Firewall is turned on for your computer, it will ask if you want to block or
unblock Apache and MySQL services launched by XAMPP. You need to unblock the
services.

5) Create the spcart directory in C:\xampp\htdocs one in the file system. Extract
the SP-Cart distribution package using any TAR-compatible archive software (e.g.
WinRAR - http://www.rarlab.com/rar/wrar371.exe) to the spcart directory.
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7) Start your browser and type http://127.0.0.1 or http://localhost in the
location bar. You should see the XAMPP start page with certain examples and test
screens. 

Click on the phpMyAdmin link under Tools in order to check whether MySQL
service works correctly. You should see the page with phpMyAdmin 2.11.4. 
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If it works well, type http://localhost/spcart/install in the location bar. SP-Cart
installation wizard will be run. 
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On this page tick off the I accept SP-Cart Software License Agreement check
box and click on the Next button. The Checking requirements page will be open. 
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There is no PHP Curl support in the default XAMPP configuration, so the status of its
check will be displayed as 'Fail', but it is not required for the installation as you will be
unable to test real-time shipping services and payment gateways on a local computer.
Click on the Next button to proceed. The Step 3: Host and database settings page
will be open. Leave all fields unchanged except the Database user one. Enter root
into the field and click on the Next button at the bottom. SP-Cart will create a spcart
MySQL database itself. 

Please note that if you install SP-Cart on a hosting server on the Internet,
you will need to create a MySQL database manually before this step as SP-
Cart will be unable to create a MySQL database automatically like on a local
computer.
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Click on the Next button on the next Installing database, Outlook settings,
Installing skins pages to proceed with the installation. If the installation ends
successfully, there will be links to the front-end and back-end displayed on the
Summary page:
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http://localhost/spcart/index.php

     http://localhost/spcart/admin.php  

Click on the links and check whether the SP-Cart installation is operational.

                             The installation is complete.
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